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General Session, 22 October 2021 

 

After checking in and selecting a seat, I entered the SBFRW newsletters for judging.  

I was concerned because the other submissions were in fancy binders and each page 

in a sheet protector.  Some newsletters were professionally printed on high-gloss 

paper.  All I had was our three newsletters paper-clipped together.  No doubt the 

submissions in binders were very eye-catching. 

 

After the invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, and National Anthem were completed, a 

welcome letter from Congresswoman Yvette Herrell was read to the attendees.  

Rosie Tripp will send the letter to club presidents.  I had hoped for an introduction 

of all the women sitting at the officer’s table but that did not happen.  Being a first-

time attendee, I had no idea who any of the officers were but one.   

 

Credentials were verified with 53 delegates present and eligible to vote. 

 

The convention rules were read and adopted. 

 

Rosie Tripp then went over corrections to the convention program.  Typos, name 

corrections, time corrections, and additions were made and the convention program 

adopted. 

 

The 2019 minutes were read by Gretchen Koether and accepted. 

 

The treasurer, Carol Parish, presented her report.  The balance in 2019 was 

$6,046.67, in 2020 it was $10,421.31, and 2021 was at $15,176.22, $3,000 of seed 

money was not included.  Ms. Parish stated NMFRW would end up with about 

$19,000.  She also stated that each club needs to get a list of current officers 

submitted and all new members reported to the treasurer by December 22, 2021. 

 

Sadie Boyer then gave the Nominating Committee Slate of Officer Presentation and 

stated that all three regional directors would remain the same:  Region A – Anita 

Statman, Region B – Stephanie Kennedy, and Region C – Caren Lulich.  The slate 

of officers for election included: 

 

 Members-at-Large – Ginger Pasternostro and Stephanie Kennedy 

 Treasurer – Jane Gordon 

 Secretary – Gretchen Koetter 
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 Third VP – Marci Butchofsky 

 Second VP – Nancy Brenna and Joan Boué 

 First VP – Terra Fullbright 

 President – Teresa Barncastle and Shona Neff 

 

Officer’s reports were then presented.  Notable were the following: 

 

• President Rhonda Stockert held meetings all over the state so they were 

not always in Albuquerque and more women could attend. 

• First VP Marie Sorensen moved to Nevada vacating that position. 

• Joan Boué reported membership by regions with a total of 828 members 

in the state.  Region C has the most members with 361. 

• Marci Butchofsky raved that the firearm raffle is one of the best fundraisers 

to hold. 

• Member-at-Large, Candy Lurhsen is moving to Wyoming, literally after 

her report, and will no longer be a member-at-large or the NMFRW 

newsletter editor.   

 

Regional directors then gave their reports.  Items noted were: 

• debates of congressional candidates held via Zoom, 

• use of a YouTube channel, and 

• a club is trying to start an Enchanted Circle Club in Red River. 

 

During lunch, Rep. Rebecca Dow spoke while we ate on her issues why she is the 

best candidate as the Governor of New Mexico.  She comes from a long-time family 

business and has a passion for helping children.   

 

After lunch, Sadie Boyer of the Credential Committee did roll call of delegates and 

asked for nominations from the floor.  Ballots were distributed and collected and 

the Tellers Committee left to count the ballots.  During this time, Gwen Poe, the 

Achievement Awards Chairwoman, elaborated on the National Achievement 

Awards.  She distributed the Booster/Cheat Sheet for club presidents and members 

to use.  Hours of male associates also count toward the total point count.  She 

further stated if you use the Awards Booklet, you will have a very successful club! 

 

The Tellers Committee returned with election results.  There were only two 

positions with more than one candidate, president and second vice president.  All 

other positions won by acclamation.  The member-at-large has two positions and 
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both those candidates won by acclamation.  The tally for president was 27-26, with 

Teresa Barncastle the victor. 

 

There was no old or new business from 2019 to discuss.   

 

Tina Dzuik, then spoke on Election Integrity.  She is on the team with 

Mark Curroso, Esq.  Mr. Curroso filed the lawsuit for President Trump against 

New Mexico on Election Integrity.  Important items she discussed. 

 

• Election poll books, usually distributed through the Secretary of State, now 

run on tablets as an option other than the paper book. 

• The use of gaming cameras on ballot drop-off boxes is not a good idea.  

They run on batteries and can lose power at any time. 

• Local Election Act – can run local elections through the county, but not all 

counties want to do it.  Municipalities that require an ID, but combine their 

elections with the county, cannot require an ID.  There are some 

municipalities that do require an ID to vote. 

• Keep elections decentralized and local! 

• Election Integrity must be full-time and year-round! 

• Strategic Initiatives (yet to be named) such as: 

o Faith Advisory Committee – reaches out to churches. 

o Geo-fencing – target an area and get info in that area.  Cell phones 

were tracked to those in attendance at churches, then to their homes.  

It was discovered that 87 percent of these people were not even 

registered to vote. 

• Recommended reading the Jim Garlow book, Well Versed. 

• Ms. Dzuik mentioned that saying, “I’m pro-life and a conservative” doesn’t 

work anymore.  Try using, “How can I help you.” 

 

The convention session ended and reconvened later for dinner with Governor 

Susanna Martinez.  She offered great inspiration as Republican women and our 

participation in the FRW.  She was asked if she had plans to run in 2024 but 

remained mum on the question. 

 

The evening ended with installation of new officers. 
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General Session, 23 October 2021 

 

Call to order was made at 8:30 with the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  

Senator Crystal Diamond of the 35th District spoke while we ate breakfast.  The 

35th District had not been represented by a Republican in 65 years.  Senator 

Diamond is a junior Senator and voted on Section 3, Meetings, g. and g.1 to help 

get it passed.  Senator Diamond is a very young and enthusiastic Senator wanting 

to work for our state and will be a force to reckon-with in the near future in the 

legislature. 

 

Club presidents then gave their reports.  Below are some of the highlights from 

each FRW clubs. 

 

• Many clubs set up meetings on Zoom. 

• Precinct trainings were held. 

• Members worked on an absentee ballot board. 

• One club reported 10,000 volunteer hours for elections. 

• SFFRW had 20 poll watchers set for the last day of early voting and on 

Election Day. 

• LAFRW reported their use of Facebook for candidates; held diaper drives; 

during Police Awareness Week they gave water, Gatorade, and snacks.  

They also have a vendor table in which they sell many pieces of Aspen 

Design jewelry, t-shirts, and other Republican items. 

• An Albuquerque club sent reminder notices to members about upcoming 

elections. 

• Another club’s members attended rallies, donated dictionaries, and a book of 

all presidents (which included President Trump) to their local schools. 

• Grant County FRW had an Americanism essay contest and care packages 

given to Veterans.  They held a bake sale at the local rodeo.  Under their 

Caring for America program they donated many books to schools. 

• Lincoln County FRW had a successful fundraiser at their campaign 

headquarters selling t-shirts. 

• In Socorro they held an ice cream social, collected personal products for the 

homeless, and gave out a $1,000 scholarship. 

• Chaves County FRW put together bags for homes students, held a Cowboy 

Prom (country-western dance), distributed dictionaries and the history of the 

Constitution for their Americanism program, and held God Star Mother 

Presentations. 
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• Lea County held debates via Zoom of all candidates, including judges.  They 

sent out mail for candidates and put together baggies of essentials for people 

with Covid and left them on their doorstep.  The also held a Trap Shoot 

fundraiser. 

• SBFRW reported they were at 62 members, would soon be taking credit 

cards, and are preparing for an online store. 

 

The committee chairmen then gave their reports. 

 

• Gwen Poe reported the National Achievement Awards went totally 

electronic. 

• Bylaws Chair, Sadie Boyer, stated leadership and bylaws training was 

needed and that all presidents need guidance.  She had no parliamentarian 

report. 

• Chaplain Carol Parish emphatically stated prayer before pledge.  God comes 

first!  We cannot win if divided and we must stick together no matter what. 

She gave reference to Joshua 1:9, Have I not commanded you? Be strong 

and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go.” 

• Membership Chair Joan Boué said the membership goal is 1,000 members in 

the coming year.  If each club can recruit eight members we can meet this 

goal. 

• President Rhonda Stockert said that Aztec Media has agreed to continue its 

contract with each new president for the NMFRW website.  It was 

mentioned that NMFRW does own the domain. 

 

After all reports were given, all the names of members were read in memoriam that 

had passed in the last year. 

 

The NMFRW awards were then given out for the Diamond, Gold, and Silver 

winning clubs for volunteer hours.  SBFRW was awarded the best newsletter and 

Chaves FRW won the best scrapbook award.   

 

Passing of the Gavel and last remarks from Rhonda Stockert were given.  Some of 

her last remarks are below. 

 

• The membership list is PRIVATE and not to be shared.  Mark it as “In-club 

Use Only.”  She mentioned that per Steve Pearce, the Republican name can 
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only be used by a party of the county party or an FRW.  Do not share the 

membership list with candidates either.   

• A letter from the State Ethics Board was delivered to President Stockert at 

the beginning of the Saturday meeting pertaining to raffles conducted at the 

convention.  She asked we not post pictures of raffles or sales held during 

the convention.  Silent Auctions are okay.  When I asked Parliamentarian 

Sadie Boyer about 50/50 drawings, she said they should not be held but that 

door prizes were okay. 

• There is one meeting left before the primaries.  The National FRW is 

pushing the difference between Republicans and Democrats.  We must get 

behind all candidates and winning Republicans. 

 

Incoming new President Teresa Barncastle gave her remarks. 

 

• She asked if any members had an interest in state committees to let her 

know. 

• She plans on holding club president and campaign finance reporting 

training. 

 

The next NMFRW meeting will be held in January and all members are invited to 

attend.  The convention was adjourned. 

 

Kudos to the Bodega Burger Co. for excellent catering services and great food! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


